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. NEED FOR

Campus Rad1ca1 Women disidentify thh the miait;;ir:o
’ ment because we ‘nei
‘reproductlve rights move il sty o

: ilate within such a structure no

’?r?:g:d we "work on and ag ainst dominant ideology” (the

mainstream liberalist dlscourse; ?l\l.lllrroumlig;g ga(ﬁ'rgguctlye :
unoz L

hts/"pro-choice" movements

gilde{'xt?fcatmn is a way to make v1s:,b}§’ 1311: s;ag: I:gnt::ces i
vement, and helps to imagine ne

E%se who have been historically excluded from th}a color :

reproductlve rights movement (mcludmg v(r;)mep o N

lower class women, unmxgrant women, an 4 :

trannys).

In the introduction of Disidentifications: Queers of Color and
the Performance of Politics Jose Munoz describes
-disidentification as “survival strategies the minority subject
practices in order to negotiate a phobic majoritarian public
sphere that continuously elides or pumshes the existence of
subjects who do not conform to the phantasm of normative
citizenship” (Munoz 4).. Munoz outlines the process of
disidentification through Michel Pecheux’s theory of
d1s1dent1ﬁcatlon from Louis Althusser’s theories of -

interpellation and subject formations.. Pecheux separatés the '

way that subjects are created through ideological practices
into three modes: 1dent1ﬁcatlon, counteridentification, and’
disidentification (Munoz 11): Munoz's apphcatlon of this
theory of dlSldentlﬁcatlon to the ‘experiences of queers of
color, can also be auseful tool to’ ‘understand the position of
Campus Radical Women regarding the mamstream 2
reproductxve rlghts movement :

g




Dear Edrtor ,
' The March for Women s hves rs Iess than a week awayand as :
; members of Campus Radrcal Women we want to puta call out to al_ _
reproductrve rrghts actwrsts. Lets get together before, durmg, and :
| after the march to make the reproducrtve nghts movement a truly o
il femrmst and revolutlonary one Now is an lmportant tlme to be
mvolved in the struggle for aII women s nghts totherr own bodres
The attacks by Bush that began atthe begmmng of hrs e
admmrstratron. (mcludmg thegag rule that cut fundmg of famlly
planning orgamzatrons in other countrles) have had profound effects
on the health of women everywhere Now W|ththe partlal blrth . i
abortion ban in the U.S., we areleft to wonder what next’? will Roe v
Wade be overturned completely'? : e , % ‘“"\ab\ .\Q ait _\,%
¢ had fed

What we want to propose to you is that even  with ) democrat |n :

office a woman's choice is not necessanly valued. In fact } \
(1} (LEH i r
woman s "choice” in this country depends very much on her ethmcrty - gv\v;ni:qt\ }:

~and fmanCIaI situation. This is not to mention that the cond|t|ons of e Yoot 95 8 M— = H

C\Y\wf‘

life are often enough of a reason to discourage someone from o Ll e~ mm\" o "‘<~$ \o.o.% o
| wanting to bring another person into the world.  In addition. often et . e’( T N
women who want to have children are not given the resources to be . |
; able to have a healthy famlly The healthcare and welfare system in
this country is inadequate to say the least, and is closely connected
to the right to reproductive freedom for all women.
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In addition to these demands, Campus Radical Women seeks to - - 41

‘make the connettions between reproductive rights, healthcare for all,
and transgender rights. '

; f'reproﬂduct_'iVé organs in any way they see fit. -

6§ﬁtracépt|ve,. free o affordable for all; an end to forced steriliza

living Wagé jobs; and Unive‘.rs‘ai h’éélfthvca*ré; including cpvef,agé.fqy :
abortion, prenatal and postnatal services and the needs of people *
witﬁ'diéatiflitiés', communities of color, the iybu‘hg"a_nd aged, queers

and trannys. " . -

We demand the right of Qle to urgically alter their

The s_exlgenqe( system that is based on the hierarchy of men over . [
women is bogus. The so-called biological, objective division of -

5 hurﬁans_'into éjthér male or ferhale justiﬁessexisfn-an_d transpﬁébia;
,and ignores the realities of various people's lives; including people
‘who are intersex. - Campus Radical Women sees gender as a social |

¢6nsth.icti0n thai can be,playéd with. We demiand full rights for ‘

people @f all gender expressiqns and identi:ies. M
Overall, we demand a r'edistributiph of wealth in this country. We

are opposed to the Religious 'R”igh't,_ but we do not depend on' the - -
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Sincerely, - :
Anita O'Shea ;
Campus Radical Women -
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What is the difference between sex and gender

Sex is the biological category that one is borw iuto. If one is

born with a penis, they are classified as male. If one is horn with a vagina,

they are considered fewale. There are Intersex’people (mteesemmmmmmm- w ed; callyd
h.enuaphrodifes)‘and other atypical genitalia that canwot be placed into
either sex category.

Gender, on the other hand, is muchico d;ﬁne. Gender can be

looked at as the social system of ipti

‘ T prescriptions, roles, rules, and definiti
ap};))hled to people bas_ed on the division of sex. Gayle Rubin, a femis{lsl;mo"s
scholar, defines the u!ea of fhg sex/gender system as “the set of f
arvangements by which a society transforws biological sexvality into

roducts o ctivity :
é’g gaﬁsf_igfquy "’f_é" activity and in which these transformed sexval needs

“Ir MeN ARE FROM MARS, | [

FEA 2

AND WOMEN ARE FROM

| _SSPASESWR

i ANDY -

The first point here is that there wmust occur a transformation in

the individual for thew to fit their prescribed gender role. This leaves hope ™=
for the idea that gender as an institution in our society can be

transcended, that we, as a human race, may be able to rid our society of
unequal gender divisions. A movement toward embracing all qualities of all
huwan beings and the differences that do exist is essential to equality.
Some arque that this could easily be a wovewment toward utter sameness
(or androgyny), but [ would disagree. A wmovewent toward ewmbracing

differences is not a call for androgyny. ey
*INTERSEX' 15 the (edzimod +eem by ach wshs




To understand that we can transcend rigid gender roles, we wust

first understand gender as a continuum. Our society strictly divides
wasculine and feminine into a list of “properties”, characferisi}cs L
“interests”, and (yes! Even now) “jobs” can be drawn up according to
gender. It is clear from the wessages that we receive (from parents,
schools, television; ete.) and from the way our institutions are organized
(separate bathroows, separate floors in the departwient stores, separate

sports teams) that the sexes are different. Period. So different that they

wear different clothes, underwear, shoes, hairstyles; they wwst
::;sai differently, act differentiy, date differently, etc. etc. If one does
not adhere to the gender rules, they are considered abnorwmal, to have
“Gender ldentity Disorder*(actually in the Psychological Diagnostic

Maniual) 1o be “gay” “howio” or “fag.” In our society, these are very

ominous punishwents.

Gender is another false division of
life into arbitrary categories, none of

" which can adequately describe or con-

tain any of us, in order to define us
against each other in the interests of
Power. There is no male, There is no fe-

male. Get free. Go off the map.

You can see in the very movements
of their bodies, forced painfully into the
narrow space of permitted masculinity,
moving inside an invisible cage, how the
supposed winners of the gender game
suffer just as much as the others from
their hollow victory. Constantly terrified
of each other and everyone else, them-
selves most of all, they take their fear out
on the rest of us, perpetuating the climate
of fear and violence—but when the ter-
rain of affection itsclf has been occupied,
whenyevery gesture has been appropri-
ated by the language of coercion, how will
we approach each other for support, for
sanctuary and for healing?

In reality, the people who possess these sexes do not f?ll_ neatly
4 into these categories. Gender is a continuum, ranging from fqmmme-fo
— androgynous o wmasculine, and individuals fall along every point of fhe
continuuw, no matter what their sex is. This is how it always has been, is
now, and always will be. The truth of the matter is wmen and wowmen
share wiore siwilarities than differences and any attempt fo focus on the
differences and recreate imposed differences has historically been an
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‘serve! up the. mdependent women's
h, and when lhey say ‘elass oress:on ;
ressions, no more important than any..
| olher then (as its.Marxist critics say) it is no longer.socialism -
o However. souanst emxmsts do not follow out the Implica- - ;
tions'of tadlcal feminism all the. way. if they did, they - would:: £
"accept another’ principle; that non-hierarchical: structures ‘are .
- essential to feminist practice. This, of course, is too much for any e
Socialist 10 (ake. But what it means is that radical feminism is far ; A
;more compatlble with one type of; anarchism thanitis with social L
ism. That type. is *social anarchism (aiso known as commum_ el
anatchusm), not the mdnvuduansl or analcho-tapltahst varieties.
= This won't come as news to feminists who are familiar with -
.. anarchist principles — but very few feminists are. Thats under- R
 standable; since anarchism has veered between a bad press and
- none at all. If feminists were familiar with anarchism, they would -
" not be looking very hard at souallsm as a means of fighting sex-
ist oppression. Feminists have got to be skeptical of any social . -
theory that comes with a built-in set of leaders and followers, 1o -

. . Une can argue endles§ that wowen nowadays are equal. We've
jad : gotten our equal rights, haven't we? What else could we possibly want,
N they ask. One look at the rape statistics, the comwon occurrence of
R dowestic abuse towards wowmen, the unequal pay distribution, the reasons
I | matter how “democratic” this centralised structure is stipposed :—Vhome" ALl prison, and sLice dlMil’I'Shlﬂg abOV:I'IOK ﬁghts JWa s that
S | 10 be. Women of all classes, races, and life circumstances have: S Is is far from the truth. Women have been frying for Wahy years to

Abeen on the receiving end of domination too long to want to * .+ R get rid of the institutional subordination that oppresses them and gain
~ — exchange one setof masters for another. We know who has power . : eqUHV but all that has occurred is an accommodation of wowen fnto a
. Ln S (uith a few Isolated exceptions) it isn't us. : wan's sphere. This s not equity and in many cases has made women's

: G oppression wore normalized and accepted. Things will not
_change unless we keep fighting.

N sobad . ] We cannot accept the bread crumbs that the patriarchy tosses
Gt ] ~  our way anywiore. So wany things are going on in the world right now

and our capitalistic patriarchy is taking its masculintty to an extrewme. The
A Awerican women wmust come together and fight for ourselves and all the
others that are being killed, beaten, wolested, pillaged, raped, and

‘@ ems ems e wm B & -

- ] oppressed by the patriarchies that are presently in place. | do not believe it

i is impossible but 1 do believe that it is golng fo take a lot of work and a lot

. . ’ ~ of organizing and a lot of compromise within the many different types of
TS \ i wowen. The one thing we all share is our. oppression, whether we choose

) 1o recoguize it or not, and that is the best thread we have to come
T ' together for.a revolution. Don't aceept your prescribed passive, weak,

subordinated gender role any longer, live outside of the Iines and live

’Ferhaps the closest we can come is with the anauhlst slogan. 3 for _yours elf.
‘strong people needs no leaders”. Those of us who have leamed s R Y
5 Survive by dominating Others, as well as those of us who have .
teained to survive by accepting dommallon. need toresocialise
ourselves into being Strong without ‘playing dommance-submls- -
sion games, into.controlling what happensto us without control- .
ling others, This can'tibe; done by électing the ‘right people to’
office or by following the correct party line; nor can it be done by
sitting and reflecting on our sins, We lebutld ourselves and our
world through activity, through pamal successes. and failure, and_ |
more partial successes. And all (he whlle we grow strongef and

more self-reliant,: oo ih Lo e : i




flu A MARCH ORGANIZING AROUND THE CENTRAL PRINCIPLE 'WOMANS THIS BEING THE
I MARCH FO *WOMEN'S¥ LIVES, | THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO DISCUSS WHAT MAY ‘BE
TROUBLESOME ABOUT THAT TERMo. IT ALSO MIGHT BE IMPORTANT TO DISCUSS THE
WAY THAT TERM 1S JHEAKFF USED BY SOME FELLOW ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH WE
[ARE ALL MARCHINGo, LET ME BE MORE SPECIFIC~ THE'FEMINIST'ORGANIZATIONS WITH
{WHICH WE ARE MARCHINGe TODAY, FELLOW MEMBERS OF RADICAL WOMEN fﬁﬁ/MAncu N
SOLIDARIBY AROUND I'SSUES OF REBRODUCTIVE FREEDOM, ‘JUST AS WE TOGETHER MARCM
WITH OTHERS, ALL OF US, INDIVODUALLY DIFFERENG FROM THE COLLECTIVE BODY=
WE ‘DIFFER IN OUR DEFINITIONS OF FEMINISN AND PERHAFS EVEN OUR DEFINITION OF
'WOMEN' o oWE DIFFER IN OUR CONCEPTS OF POLITICAL TACTICS AND STRATEGIES AND
WHAT WE SEE AS 1SSUES OF 'FEMINIST' CONCERN. AND, ALTHOUGH THE °MANCH FOR
|WOMENS LIVES' HAS BEGUN TO LAY OUT THE IMPORTANCE OF RACE/RACISM AS ONE OF
FEMINIST CONCERN,. AND HAS TAKEN ACTION TO INCLUDE 1T IN THE MAR CH, AS WELL
AS MAKING IMPORTANT CONNECTIONS BETWEEN REPRO RIGHTS AND HEALTHCARE AND CHIL
CARE, THERE IS STILL MUCH WORK TO BE DONEo THE TERM 'WOMEN' HAS BEEN HISTORI
{ALLY AND STILL IS USED 8Y SOME YO ERASE DIFFERENCEA BETWEEN HO?EN- RACE, CL/
S, SEXUALITY, ETC ARE ALL THINGS THAT MAKE US NOT ONLY 'WOMEN' BUT LATINE
WOMEN, TRANSWOMEN, POOR WOMEN, THE TERM 'WOMEN' SO OFTEN MEANS MIDDLE CLASS
wHITE WOMEN Z¥K IN TERMS OF WHO BENEFITS FROM MAINSTREAM FEMINISMe ON THE
WEBSITES OF SOME MAINSTREAM ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORING THIS MARCH, THE TERM
i "WOMBN' 1S MOBILIZED QUITE OFTEN, AND CONCERNS OF RACE, CLASS, SEXUALITY,.
" TRANSISSUES, ABILITY ISSUES, ARE SOMETIMES FOUND IN SMALL PRINT, AT THE
{BOTTOM OF THE PAGE IS NOT WHERE THESE |SSUES SHOULD LIE. ON ANOTHER WEBSITE
{ WHEN THE WAYS THAT 'RACE DISCRIMINATION AFFECTS YOUR LIFE' ARE LISTED, THE
| 'Tou' 1S ALWWAYS THE PERSON OF COLOR AND THE CONCEPT OF A BLIND AND CUMULAT
"E WHITE/CLASS PRIVILEGE IS NOT MENTIONED, "OIVERSIFYING' OUR WHITE, HAINSTZ|
M ORGANIZATIONS IS NOT ENOUGH, THE ISSUES oF RACE/cLass/sexuatity/asiLiTy
lug/sfc NEED VO BE PUSHED TO THE GENTERo ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO' REPRO RTS
! FEMINISTS HAVE DONE |T WRONG BEFORE, AND NEED TO BET IT RIGHT THIS TIMEo IN
HER ARTICLE 'DISCOURSES OF 'FORCED STERILIZAT ON' IN PUERTO “'ng THE PROBL!
WITH THE SPEAKING 'SUBALTERN' LAURA BRI GGS EXPLICATES THE“MANNEK TH-MH ) CH Mﬁ
“LAND- FEMINISTS 1)SUNDERSTOOD THE ISSUE OF "FORCEB'STERILABATION AND EuozuA
ALIGNING THEMSELVES WITH A PUERTO RICAN NATIONALIST AND CATHOLIC POSITION

INISTS D ENY OR IBENORE THE
T0 RICAN FEMINIST POSITION, SOME FEM
?a:Y::gigugs FORCED STERILIZATION IN THE US AND PUERTO RICO, BUT EVEN THOSE

WHO AKNOWLEDGE |T MAY ERASE THE AGENCY OF THOSE WOMEN BY THINKING THEY NEED

OBIC POLICIES ©
HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS MEANT TO SERVE :w::::'?FT:g:E
::oz BELIEVE IN A FEMINI SM THAT BY PRINCIPLE RECOGNJ ZES
FTEE;SC:ASSJ ABILITY, SEXUALITY, GENDER, SEX, TRANSPEOPL Ell
3 ENTRAL TO ANY anp EVERY FEMINIST PROJECT
WE ARE THE MAJORITY NOW, o

AND WE ARE READY To BE HEARD,

e MK

ing on their own and deciding upon their own actions, are the log-
*ical expression of févolul_iohary women. This, of course, does bqt
; pr_ec!ude-lvaribus groups working together on varioys p(oiec(s_,:pl
- confereices, © | el G :

he KCP, for examp

arly 1970s (backinits pre-pa

that" concrete political work of any type iis .not worth doing,
because it is potentially co-optable. In response, some feminists -

-~ have argued persuasively,lhal_.(he right kinds of reforms can build § -

» a tadical movement.2 - . SRR

A= Just the same, there are reformist strategies that waste the :
energies of women, that taise expectations of great change, and . B
that are misleading and alienating because they cannot deliver :

the goods. The best (or worst) example is electoral politics. Some:
socialists (beguiled by the notion of gradualism) fall for that one..
Anarchists know better. You cannot liberate yourself by non-libe

atory means; you cannot elect 3 new sel of politicians (ng matter,
| how sisterly) to run the same old corrupt institutions — whichin .
turn run you. When the National Organisation of Women (NOW)’s
Majority Caucus — the 1adical branch of that organisation ~ asks; -
women to-follow them “out of the mainstream, into the revol
tion™ by means that include electoral politics, they will ail drown
in the depths of thinge -2 Sl
-~ - “Electoral politics is an obvious, everyday kind of trap. Even
lot of non-radicals have:learned to avoid it. A more subtle prob-
lem is capitalism_in the euise of feminist economic |
Consider, for example, the Feminist Economic Network. The name ..
might possibly fool you. Ostensibly it-was a network of alterna .-
tive businesses set up to erode capitalism from within by creating
economic self-sufficiency for women: That is an app'ealing'_ideé.
Yet, FEN’s first major projggl opened in Detroit in April, 1976. For
£ an annual membership fee of $100, privileged women could swim
ina private pool, drink in aprivate bar, andget discountsina cly

ter of boutiques. FEN paid its female employees $2.50 per hour to;
work there. its diredor, Laura Brown, announced this venture as
“the beginning of the feminist economic revolution.”3 * -




We do not believe that rejection of Marxist-Leninist analysis and
strategy is by definition political naiveté. We do not believe it is
politically naive to maintain the attitude that even a ‘democrati-
cally centralised’ group could be considered the ‘vanguard’
spokeswoman for us. The nature of groups concerned with ‘build-
ing’ movements is: 1) to water down the ‘more extreme’ dreams
into ‘realistic’ demands, and 2) to evenmally become an organ of
tyranny itself. No thanks!

Anarchism . is not synonymous with lrrespo-nyb:ltty and !
Indee_d. it offe’ eaningful allemahves to the outdated
makmg pvad es omle vesl olthel ft'

| v:ewéd as amassmg lroops for the Revolution But we affirm lhat
“each womap joining in rugg!e is the Revolutmn. WE ARE THE
REVOlUTlON' ik

Thé* movement' has bee o
must ) longer think of outselves)as members

y can tarry 6ul revolutlonavy acts
members’ of a leaderless -affi mN

y gm"P.
negating the hne fchical function of power. DOWN wnu_ ‘A
1BOSSES! Then wi wnll not be'lost in a movement where le der-

¢ Mp determines for usthe path the movement will take — we dre
own movemenl, we' determine our own movemenl’s dnrettlon.

entually cooled off.
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GALLING ALL FEMINISTS"

Roe V. Waae 19’ ' not enough. gy,
e need full control over our boales,
as gender gueers, trannys, and women.

% SEX WORKER%

NH\

twe want § for :chools, health care ana
welfdrp , not war or ocaupation. |l
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